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February 19. 17 19;

At the Jnniverfary Meeting of the Society

for the Propagation of the Gofpel

in Foreign Parts,

AG reed, That the Thanks of the So-

ciety be given to the Right Re-

verend the Lord Biflhop of Carlile, for

his Sermon preach'd this Day before

the Society 3 and that he be defired to

print the fame.

^David Humphreys, Secretary.



Matt. XXVIII 1% 20.

Go ye therefore and teach all Na-

tions, baptising them in the Name

of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghojl : Teaching

them to ohferve all things whatfo-

ever I have commanded you

:

And lo, I am with you alway,

even unto the End of the World.

P O N the Occafion of out pre-

(enc affembling, and before a

Society ere&ed for the Propaga-

tion of the Go/pel inVoreign farts,

I could not think of a Subjed more pro-

!;pcr for our Medication, than the Words

A 2 which



ASermon before the Society

which I have chofen, which contain the

exprefs Commiffion of our blefled Savi-

our to his Apoftles, and by them to

all their Succeflors in the Miniftry of

the Gofpel, in its full Extent. Whereas

in a former Commifiion he had com-
marrded them, not to go into the Way of

5, *, 7. the Gentiles, nor to enter into any City of

the Samaritans 3 hut to go rather to the

loft Sheep of the FJoufe of Ifrael, decla-

ring as they went, That the J\ingdom of

HeaMen was at Hand^ He now enlargeth

their Commifiion, commanding them

for the future to go and teach all Nations.

I know there have been fome that

would confine this Commifiion to the

Apoftles, and accordingly fuppofe that

the Promife which here follows, of our

Lord's being with them always, tVen to the

End of the World, to denote no more than

his fpecial Prefence with his Apoftles,

as long as they flhould live, and be en-

gaged in this Work, even to the End
of that prefent Age or Generation. But

as this is contrary to the receiv'd Inter-

pretation of the Words, as they have

• been
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been underftood from the Beginning 5 fo

there is no plaufible Pretence for fo

narrow and confin'd a Senfs of thofe

Words, alway, even to the End of the World*

He who gave this Commiflion to his

Apoftles, whilft he was with them, is

the fame Petfon, who, when he afcend* Eph.iv.8,

ed up on high, gaVe Gifts unto Men, giVwg

not only Apoflles and prophets and EVan-

gelifls, as extraordinary Officers in that

Age of the Churchy but alfo appoint-

ing Pa/Ion and Teachers to be continued

to the End of the Word, the Reafon

being the fame in every Age, for the

perfelling of the Saints, for the Work, of the

Minifiry, for the edifying of the (Body of

Chrift, 'till we all come in the Unity/ of the

Faith and of the knowledge of the Son of

Gpd, unto a perfeH Man^ unto the bfeafurz

of the Stature of the Fulnefs of Chrift 3

and confequently the commiflion given

to the Apoftles to go, and to preach the

Gofpel to all nations, and the promife of

our Lord's being with them a^ay, eVen to

the end of the world, muft be extended to

all, who fhould from one generation

A
3

to



6 *f Sermon before the Society

to another, be call'd to the Work of the

Miniftry, in the Church of Chrift,

But to infift no longer on what is

fo very plain, I propofe, in my farther

difcourfing on this Subjeft, fuitably to

the prefent occafion, the following me*

thod.

I. To confider the State of the hea-

then world, when this commiffion was

given, and confequently the great need

there was of fuch a commiffion.

II. To fliew how admirably the publish-

ing of the Gofpel was adapted to the

mending this State, and that equally in

all Nations.

III. To fliew farther what great Reafon

there was, and ftill is, for the execu*

tion of the fame commiffion ever fince

the Apoftles times.

IV. To examine what encouragement

there is for fo doing at this time.

V. To conclude with a ferious applica-

tion of this doftrineto ourfelves,

Tq



for Propagation oftheGofyel,&C. 7

To confider a little the ftke of the I.

heathen world, when this cbmmi/fion

was given by our Saviour, and confe-

quently the great ne£d there was of it.

For this I fhall choole to cite two
paflages only, out of the Epiftles of St.

tpaul, in both which we have a very fad,

but at the fame time, a very juft defcri-

ption of the ftate of the heathen world

at that time. One is in the Epiftle to

the (Romans, where having fpokefi of the

"degeneracy of the heathen nations
?
and

at the fame time of the ihexcufablenefs

"of their folly and guilt, in as much as

when they Iqiew God, that is, when God
had manifeftly reveald himfelf to them
by his works of creatioft and providence,
vyet they glorified him not as God, neither^m\}

c

'

were thankful 5 but became Vain in their

imaginations, and their foolijh heart was

darkened. Vrofeffing themjelves to be wife,

they became fools, and changed the glory of ^

the uncorruptible God into an Image made

like to corruptible man, and to birds and

'four-footed heafls, and creeping things 5 change

ingthe truth of God into a lie, and worflrip-

A 4 ping
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ping and ferYmg the creature more than the

Creator. He farther fhews in the fame

difcourfe, how as a juft judgment for

this their affe&ed ignorance and fottifh

idolatry, forafmuch as they held the truth

in unrighteoufnefs, and did not like to retain

God in their Jfyowledge, for this Caufe

God gaVe them up to Vile affeHions, and to

a reprobate Mind, to commit abfurd, unna*

tural and abominable crimes, being filfd with

all unrighteoufnefs, fornication, wickednefs
7

coVetoufnefs, maliciou/neJs
t

with a farther

black catalogue of the very worftquali^

ties and practices, to the end of that

chapter.

The other paflage of the fame Apo-

file is in his Epiftle to the Ephefeans,

where reminding thofe among them who
were converted to Chriftianity, what they

had been before their Converfion, he thus

Eph. il. fpeaks
5
Remember that ye were in time pa/}

*\' **'
Gentiles $ that at that time ye were without

Chrifi, being aliens from the common-wealth

of JJrael, and firangers from the covenants

of (Promife, bating no hope, anfr without God

in tin World. And as the conference
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of this, they were grievoufly depraved in

their manners, they were (as he before

expreffech ir) dead in trefpajfes and fimf*&.*$&

wherein they walked, according to the courfe

of this world, according to the prince of the

power of the air, the fpirit that now worketh

in the children of difobedience, among whom

they had their conyer/ation, in the lufls of

the fiefl?, fulfilling the defires ofthe
fl-fr,

and of

the mind, and were by nature the children of

wrath. Thefe are very affe&ing De-
fcrjptions of a ftate, than which no**

thing can be conceiv'd more miferable.

For reafonable creatures form'd after

the image of God, to become in fuch

a degree degenerated and deformed, as

not to know, not to acknowledge the

one true and living God their maker, pay-

ing their adoration to creatures, even

thofe that were much inferior to them-

felves, and to images, the work of their

own hands 5 to be given over as a juft

judgment for this their degeneracy, to

follow their own corrupt inclinations

and vile affections 5 to be enfnar'd and

led by the influence of evil and accurfed

fpirics -
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fpirirs 3 to be under the difpleafure of

their Creator 5 and to be ignorant of the

means and method which he hath ap-

pointed for the recovering them to hirrt-

felf 3 to kr^pw nothing of the covenants

of promife, and confequently to have no

folid foundation of hope f in a word, to

be even as t&ithout God in the world. 'Tis

true, God bad not left him/elf without witnefs

Rom. i. }n any part of the world, the inVilible things
jo, 20. f ,

J * f . > r 1 11

of God from the creation of the world
y
were

clearly feen, being underflood by the things

that are made^ even his eternal power and

Godhead, Jo that they were without exenfe

:

hecaufe that which might be known of God

was manifejl among them
3 for God had fliew~

ed it unto them, as the fame Apoftle fpeaks.

The conftant works of Providence like-

wife, {hould have put them in mind of

Aa. xiv.
God, who did good to all men, giving

47- them rain from heaVen, and fruitful jeafons,

and filling their Hearts with food and glad"

A&.xviinefs. Nay, he was not far from any of
27, * 8

' them
3 for in him they lived, and moved, and

had their being, and were his offspring, fo

that they might have felt after him and

found
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1

found him, if they had not been grofly

and unaccountably ftupid.

God had indeed, immediately after

the fall of our firft parents, intimated to

them his gracious intentions, by the pro-

mife made of the woman s feed, and did

in the pofterity of Seth preferve a feed of

pious and righteous men,in the midft of the

reft of the world, which was degenerating

apace. And afcer the flood, which had

carried off the wicked race, he again in

the pofterity of Shern, preferv'd to him-

felf another generation of men from the

common corruption, down to Abraham
5

and of his feed by 1/aac he chofe a whole

nation, which by peculiar laws given

by Mofes, he feparated from the reft of

mankind, that there might be always

upon earth a people, that flhould wor-

fliip the true God, and continue in co-

venant with him, till the coming of

the Meffiah. And in every Age there

have been, by the fecret difpeniation of

the divine providence, fome extraordi-

nary perfons raifed up, to be inftances

and examples of virtue, and to inftrud:

and
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and awaken others. And in every na-

tion, where any fhall have been found,

Rom. iL who truly feardGod, and wrought rigbteouf-

ne/s
y
he who is no refpeBer of perJons> but

will judge the world in rigkteoufnejs, ac-

cording to the declarations of the Go/pel, will,

according to St. Peter s account, accept

of them, and reward them according to

their refpedtive capacities and improve-

ments. But generally fpeaking, this,

that I have been defcnbingr from tke

words of St. Paul in the pafiages men-

tion'd, was the deplorable ftate of the

heathen world, when our Lord gave the

commiflion in my text, which is a certain

proof that there was great need of fuch

a commiflion 5 which will ftill farther

appear from what I propos'd \r\ the next

place, Irifc

j? To fliew how admirably the publish-

ing the Gofpel is adapted to the mend^

ing this ftate of things, and that in all na-

tionsy one as well as the other 5 which

will be evident from the two confi derati-

ons following:

By
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3

By the Gofpcl, the good will of God 1.

to all the children of men, without ex-

ception, is fully declar'd.

God had indeed, as a reward of the

faith and piety of their good father Abra-

bam, fhew'd particular favours to his

pofterky, refcuing thereby one nation, in

the midft of a degenerate world, from
the idolatry and wickednefs which had
overfpread mankind 5 and this only till

the feafon came, which he in his wifdom
knew to be moft proper for the Propa-

gation of true religion amongft the o-

ther nations. This the Jews fo far un-
interpreted, as to imagine that God had
no regard to the reft of mankind, and
therefore, like the elder Son in the Para-

ble, they were much offended at their

father's (hewing kindnefs to the younger
brother, who had been riotous and ex-

travagant, but now repented and return-

ed to his Father with forrow and fhame.

But God's Thoughts were not as theirs,

and therefore in the ftdnefs of time he

clearly teftified by the coming of our

Lord, that be was no refpefler of perfons 5

hut
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but that in every nation eVery one who

[hould fear God and work^ rigbteoufnefs jhould

be accepted of him, as certainly as any of

thofe who (hould have defcended lineally

from Abraham. For what could pofli-

bly give greater afTurance of this truth,

than to behold the Son of God cloathed

in humane nature, and declaring openly,

Johnin. that God Jo loVdthe world, that hegaye his
1

*

I?
' only begotten Son, that whofoeVer believd in

him might not perifb, but have eVerlafting life $

and again, that God Jent not his Son into

the world to condemn the World 5 (as might

have been juftly fear'd) but that the world

through him might be Javd? And accor-

dingly we find him calling, not only the

Jews to believe in him, but encouraging

perfons of other nations, fuch as theJews

defpifed, and from whom they kept at

a diftance, by giving inftru&ion to them,

and doing kind offices for them 5 in-

. viting without exception, all that laboured

a8,2 9,3o'.d»d were hea\>y laden with the burden of

their fins, and the confequences of them,

to come to him, and to learn of him, who

was meek, and lowly in Heart 5 and 'to

ta<e
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take upon them his eafy and light Yok$, that

they might find reft to their Souls. After

all which he commiflioned his Apofties

to go and teach all nations, &c. which ac-

cordingly they did with great fuccefs,

from the force of his promife to he with s

them 5 receiving into his Church by bap-

tifm, all fuch as believ'd in him upon

their preaching without diftindion, They
accordingly declar'd, that God would haVei Tim;

all men to he faVed, and to come to the kriow~
1L 4) &Ck-

ledge of the truth 5 and forafmuch as fin-

ners were at a great lofs to know by

what means they might be reftored to

the favour of God, St. <Patil adds, that as

there is one God, fo there is one Media-

tor between God and man, the man Chri/i

Jefus, who gaVe himfelf a ranfome for all,

to be tejlified in due time, ivhereunto, fays

he, lam ordained a Treacher and an Jpoftle,

1 fpeak^ the truth in thrift, and lie not, a

teacher of the Gentiles in faith and Verity.

And yet farther, whereas men could not

but be fenfible of their own great weak-
nefs and inability of themfelves to com-
ply even with the gracious terms of the

Golpel^,
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«

Gofpel, the affiftance of the divine Spi-

rit is thereby promi(ed to them upon

their entering into the Church by Bap-
Afts «• tifm, not only to the Jews and to their

children $ but to all that were afar off, eVen

as many as the Lord their God /liould call.

We are to confider farther, that al-

tho' Our Lord came not into the world,

and did not offer himfelf up as a facri-

fice for fin, till the later ages of it
3

yen

that he was the perfon defign'd from the

beginning, promis'd to our fiift parents

immediately after their fall, as well as

afterwards to Abraham and his feed by

Ijaac, the perfon of whom Mo/es and the

Prophets all along fpake, and whofe

coming they foretold 5 and finally that

what he did and fuflfered was regarded

by God for the benefit of mankind, from

the very beginning, fo that all truly pious

and vinuous men, no: only the lineal

dependents of Abraham, but all the good

Patriarchs, down from Adam to Abraham,

and from Abraham to Mo/es, and again

down from Mojes, to the time of our

Lord's appearing in the flcfh, all that

truly
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truly feard God, and wrought righteoufne/s,

were accepted of God through the me-
diation of this Redeemer, as furely as

thofe who have actually believ'd in him

fince his appearing. To all which we
may ftill farther add, that according to

the declarations of the fame Gofpel, the

perfon by whom God thus manifefted

his good will to men, was no other than

the word madeflejh, the fame who was in thejohn

beginning with God, who was himfelf God,

by whom all things in heaVen and in earth
y

even men themlelves, were made 3 and con-

fequently, as his becoming man was an

infallible teftimony of the divine good-

will to men, fo he could not wane fuffici-

ent ability to perform all that he had un-

dertaken for the recovery of men to

God, namely the being a powerful Me-
diator and Interceflor on their behalf.

The publishing of this do&rine muft

therefore neceffarily have been a pro-

per means of converting the Gentiles to

God. and bringing thejm to repentanceDO *- ~

and obedience 3 elpedally if we confider

J

in the fecond place,

, B That
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2. That the precepts of the Gofpel are

fuch as are plainly fitted for the ufc

of all mankind, of what kindred or na-

tion foever.

The law of Mofes
}
as given to theJews,

had, befides the great moral Precepts con-

tain'd in the two tables, abundance of ri-

tual and ceremonial ordinances, peculi-

arly faired to the genius of that people,

• and indeed fuch as were defign'd, by

employing them in external rites and

ceremonies of cheir own, to preferve them

from complying with thole of their ido-

latrous neighbours, and thereby to di-

ftinguifh and feparate them from the reft

of the world, and to prevent the conta-

gion of their idolatrous and vicious man-
ners. But our bleifed Saviour, who came
to reveal the whole will of God to man-
kind, and to ule the laft and bed means

for the recovery of a degenerate world

from its fallen eftate, gave no other laws,

but fuch as were admirably fuited to the

frame and defign of humane nature.

The fumm of his preceprs is contained

in thofe two great Commandments, which

are
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are alfo the fumm of the law and the Pro- ^^^
fhets, namely, the loving God above all^ 39, 40.

and the loving our neighbour as our [elves.

The great defign of his religion is to teach

ns, That denying nngodlinejs and worldly

lufts, we fhouid live foberly, righteoufly, and

godly in this prejent world 5 thac we fhould

reverence and obey our maker 5 be kind-

ly affe£ted one towards another 5 that

we fliould keep our bodies in fubje&ioa

to our fpirks, and improve our {pints

to as great a refemblance of almighty

God, in purity and Charity, as they are

capable of. And what is (uperadded

in Chriftianity beyond thefe moral Pre-

cepts, in order to our acceptance with

God, and our attaining to the truly chri-

stian temper and practice, is only to ap-

proach to the great Father of ail, fn the

name, and through the mediation of his

only begotten Son in our nature 5 and

to make ufe of the feveral institutions

of our Lord, in order to the deriving

from him that divine Spirit, which is ab-

1 y neceilary to the renewing our

. and the conducting our lives
5
par*

B 2 ticulartyj
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ticularly, thofe two plain and eafy exter-

nal rites .of ,bapt'tfrn with water, in the

Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the

holy Ghofiy according to the. Precept of

my Text, at our admifiion into the vi-

fible body of Ghrift 5 and partaking of
the Lords-Supper, in folemn remem-
brance of his precious body and blood,

broken and poured out upon the Crofs,

as a facrifice for us. Thele are the pre-

cepts of our Saviour's Gofpel,in all which
there is nothing but what is perfectly a-

greeable to the apprehenfion and reafon

oi mankind, what is truly perfective of

our nature, what tends direCtly to our

prefent Satisfaction, and our eternal wel-

fare, and what all men, as foon as they

are duly inftrudred in the doctrine of
the Gofpel, may by the affiftance of
the divine Spirit, which is there alfo free-

ly offer'd and promisd to them, eafily

and chearfuliy perform, and what, if they

are well-difpos'd in their minds towards
God

?
they will not fail readily to com-

ply with.

And. !
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1

And this is another plain evidence, that

:he publiflbing the Gofpel of our Savi-

3ur was admirably fitted for the Bene-

fit of all nations, one as well as the other.

I proceed, according to my propofed III.

method, to (hew what great reafon there

was, and ftill is, down from the time of

he Apoftles, to execute the fame com-

rhiffion.

That this commiffion was given, noc

©nly to the Apoftles, but to all thofe

alfo, who flbould fucceed them in the

miniftry of the Gofpel, to the end of the

World, I took notice at the beginning
5

and the reafons have been, and ftill are,

and always will be the fame to the laft.

The condition of the reft of the nations,

to whom the Gofpel hath not been, and

is not yet publifh'd, has been, and is

the very fame deplorable condition, that

it was in the Apoftles days. They know

not their Maker 3 they are, as it were,

without God in the World $ they are unin-

ftru&ed in the only method which God

hath appointed of approaching to him,

by a Mediator 3 they are infenfible of

B 3
the
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the great Concernments of their immor-

tal Souls, and very uncertain, at the beft,

in their apprehenfions of a future life $ they

are abandon'd to their lufts and paffions
^

and under the dominion of Satan. The
dodlrine of the Gofpei hath always been,

and ftill is equally adapted to the mend-

ing this their miferable eftate, as it was

at the firft publishing it. The good

will of God toward the whole race of

mankind is declard by the fame Gofpei

equally as then * and the Precepts of Chri-*

Itianky areas much accommodated both

to their reafon and intereft, as chey were

formerly: So that the reafons for pro-

ceeding in the execution of this com-
rniffion always have been, and ftill are

the fame as at the firft. And it is in-

deed a great reproach to the Christians,

both of the later ages and of the prefent,

that they have not had, nor yet have the

lame concern and zeal for propagating

their holy religion which appear a plain-

ly in the Apoftles and primitive Chri-

ftians, and thole who fucceeded them for

fome ages. The truth of the matter is,

The
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The regard of Chriftians to their reli-

gion is notorioufly abated fince thofe

imes. They were at firft in a low and

perfecuted ftate, and entertaind a mean
opinion of this world, and all its enjoy-

ments, and confequendy their minds

were turn'd chiefly towards the concern-

ments of Religion, both that they might

pra&ife it themlelves, and propagate it

amongft others. But when the Church

began to arrive at a peaceable and flou-

rifhing Efhte, the love of this prefent

world, as through the corruption of hu-

mane nature it is apt to do, eat out

the love of Religion, whereby the Pro-

feffors of Chriftianity firft became care-

lefs of their own fpiritual concernments,

and no wonder then, if they grew in*

different about the fpiritual welfare of

others. A worldly, ambitious, and con-

tentious fpirit prevail^, whereby there

was a Stop put to the Progrefs of the

Gofpel 3 and where it continued to be

profeis'd, by the Encouragement oc (e*

cular powers, the fpirit and life of Chri-

ftianity being once loft, it had no more

B 4. fos >

3
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force and power in it, to increafe the

number of its profelytes. To which ,

we may add, that fince the great increafe

of antichriftian Power in the Church, the

dodlrine and the worflhip of the Gofpel

.

have been fo grievoufly corrupted, and

the Profeflors of Chriftianity fo mifera-

bly divided, that it cannot be expelled,

till the ftate of the chriftian Church be

much amended, that the Gofpel fhould

make its wav in the world, as it did

in thofe Days, whilfl it was publifii'd

in its Apoftolical purity and fimplicity,

and whilft the publifhers of it were of

me heart, and one foul, of one falthy
and

of one communion.

But here it may be farther faid, There
was in the Apoftles days, and for fome

time after, great encouragement to fuch

a defign as this, of preaching to the

unbelieving world. They had the pow-r

er of (peaking diverfe tongues, and of

doing other miraculous works, whereby
they carried their teftimony along with

rhem, and had a capacity of converfing

with people of different languages. But

what
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what encouragement have we now to

attempt the fame thing, when we want

the fame advantages ? This I propofed

to (hew under the next particular I

mention'd, vi%.

What encouragement we have, even IV*

in thefe Days, to this purpofe.

And here it muft be own'd, that the

miraculous powers, by which the Apo-

ftles were enabled to give teftimony to

their miffion, are ceafed, and the preach-

ers of the Gofpel can no more fpeak

to foreign nations in their own languages.

But thtn, as thefe extraordinary powers

were then neceflary to the publishing and

confirming the do&rine of Chriftianity,

till it was fpread abroad in the World,

and profefsd by whole nations, and

encouraged by Princes 3 fo by that time

ic might have been reafonably hoped,

that it would have fpread it felf farther

and farther, even to the utmoft ends of

the Earth, without fuch extraordinary

affiilance j and there are ftill the lame

grounds of encouragement, as there

were when miracles firft ceas'd in the

Church. Jor^ Firjl,
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i. F*r
ft j What I have juft now been

infifting on, is very evident, That the

Gofpel is in its own nature, fo well a-

dapted to relieve the miferable condition

of mankind, that it feems to want no-

thing, but to be fairly fhewn and reprefent-

ed to the world, to make it receivd every

(

where. Were but pure Chriftianity pub*

lifhed in any part of the world, difen-

tangled from all unneceflary and unpro-

fitable controverfies and difputes, and did

at the fame time, the publifhers and the

profeflbrs of it (hew forth its excellency

in their tempers and their lives, it would

certainly appear fo beautiful and lovely,

as to excite the admiration of all its

hearers and obfervers, and move them
with all rcadinefs and thankfulnefs to

embrace a Religion, which taught fuch

doctrines, and which produced fuch

effects.

But here alas! as I before obfervd,

began the flop of its progrefs in the

world 5 when a fpirit of ambition, world-

ly-mindednefs and contention prevailed

in the Church 5 when Chriftians ceafed

to
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to be one hody
y
and became divided into

fcd:s and parties, each of them cenfuring,

reviling, and condemning one another
3

when their tempers and pradtices were

no better than thofe of the pagans them-

felves 5 it was then very unlikely that

it fhould recommend it felf to unbe-

lievers. But could thofe who now pro*

fefs and publifii this Religion, be yet

prevail'd upon to return to the temper

and pradbce of the Apoftles and pri-

mitive Chriftians, the preaching the

Gofpei now, would naturally produce

the fame effedts it had then. Their

Light would jo Jbine amongjl Men
y

that

thofe who fiiould hear their dodirine,

and fee thir good works^ would be power-

fully moved to glorifie God, by enter-

taining a Religion fo -worthy of him
$

and the greai Author of it would not

fail to add his RlefFing to fuch endea-

vours. For,

Secondly, We have in my Text, our
lm

bidled Saviour's exprefs promife to that

purpofe, Lo, / am with you alway
y

e\nn

tQ the end of the world $ with you
}

that is,

and
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and with all others that fliall be

faithfully employ'd in the fame good

work.

If we are thoroughly convinced that

the Chriftian Religion is of God, we
can make no queftion, but that he will

gracioufty afiift and fucceed all thofe

who fincerely labour in the publishing it.

But we have moreover this dife<5t pro-

mife made by the Son of God himfelf
$

of the performance of which we can

have na reafon to doubt, when we con-

sider that he came down from heaven,

on purpofe to eftablifli this Religion

in the world 5 and that before his De-

parture he affured his Apoftles, that tho'

he fhould not continue with his Church

by his bodily prefence, yet he would
|ohn xiv.jwd another Comforter; or Advocate, who

JhouU abide with them for eVer, eVen the

Spirit of truth, whom the world could not re-

ceive, hecaufe it feeth him not, neither knows

him 5 hut they Iqiew him
3 for he dwelt

with them, and foould be in them. The
promife of the Holy Ghoft, (^as I took

notice before^ not indeed in its extra-

ordinary

*5-
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ordinary and miraculous gifts, but for

the guidance and affiftance of all the

genuine members of Chrift's body, and

particularly of thofe, who were to mi-

nifter therein, was plainly made to all

future ages, as well as to that of the

Apoftles, even to all who fhould, ac-

cording to our Lords appointment, be

receivd by Bapcifm into that Body of

which he is the Head. But yet farther,

Thirdly, There are moreover through- j'J

out the facred writings, diverfe intima-

tions, that the Religion of our bleffed

Saviour fihall be yet propagated in the

world, more abundantly than it hath

been hitherto. The various predictions

in the old Teftament, relating to the

profperity and enlargement of the Church,

are exprefs'd in fuch lofty terms, as can-

not eafiiy be interpreted of what has

hitherto come to pals, without expecting

much more. Old Simeon, when he took

our Lord into his arms, declared him

to be a Light which frould lighten the^z.

Gentiles, and the Glory of his people ifrael.

He was indeed the Glory of Ifrael, as

being

Luk. ii
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being according to the flcfii of that race 3

but by reafon of their general unbelief,

Rom.ix. j^ became to them, a ftumbling ftone, and

a rock of offence 3 and they have, by the

righteous judgment of God, fallen un-

der difgrace and reproach ever fince his

appearing. And although many of the

Gentiles have been enlightened by him,

yet vaft regions ftiil fit in darknefs, and

the fhadow of death. But St. Taul hath

given us ground of hope, that there will

yet be a new call and converfion of

fcottuxi. lfrael, when our Lord fhall become
* 5,2<J

* their Glory, in the full Senfe of Simeons

prediction $ and that this (hall be intro-

duced by the coming in of the fulnejs of

the Gentiles. But again, we may ftill add,

as a farther encouragement,

a That there hath of lace Years ap-

pear'd the beginning of a good fpirit

arifing up amongft Chriftians, inclining

them to do their part towards the ac-

compliflhment of thefe predictions, and

thereby giving us hopes that the time

is drawing near,

it
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1

Ic is well known, that the Church of

%ome has for a long time gloried in

its fending abroad miffionaries to make
profelytes to Chriftianity ; but the great

injury that Church has done to this ho-

ly Religion, by the grofs errors and cor-

ruptions it has introduced, and confe-

cjuently the mifreprefentation its miffi-

onaries muft neceflarily have made of

it to che heathen world • befides the way
and manner in which many of them

have endeavour'd to make profelytes, by

mixing their own Superftitions, with thofe

of the Pagans 5 and moreover the cru-

elties that have been exercifed towards

many of thole poor innocent People,

by thofe that calfd themfelves Chrifti-

ans
5
and pretended to compel them to

entertain the fame profeffion* all thefe

things have tended to bring a reproach

upon Chnitianity, and ro render the

Heathen averfe from it. That therefore

which I am mentioning under this

head is, that fome generous attempts

have been lately made by the reformed

Churches,
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Churches, which we hope, by the di-

vine bleffing, may have better (acock.

That which fome years ago began

in this Kingdom by fome private per-

sons, has been iince encouraged by the

Government, and a Corporation eftablifh-

ed by that (prince, to whom, under God,

ue owe the fubfifting of the Trote/iarit

Religion among us, together with our

Laws and Liberties. This pious eftablifti-

ment was greatly encouraged and affift-

ed by our late gracious Queen, and con*

tinues to be fo, under our prefent ex-

cellent Sovereign, a Prince, who feems

rais'd up by Providence, for the carry-

ing on, and finifliing thofe many glori-

ous works, begun by our late Deliverer.

By this Corporation thus eftablifli'd by

royal Authority^ many of the mod con*

fiderable perfons of all ranks and

orders amongfl: us, are engaged in this

work.

And not only in our own nation,

but in other Protectant Councreys alfo,

hach the fame Spirit appear'd. A few

Miffionarics
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Miffionaries from Denmark have with lefs

affiftance and encouragement than wc

have here had, made a glorious attempt in

the E4Jt-Indies y
and have been blefs'd with

fuccefs beyond expectation, amongft the

heathen in thofe parts.

I take notice of thefe things, to put us iti

mind, that altho' all good Cnriftians fadly

lament the numbers of thofe in this age,

who are not afham'd openly co avow their

infidelity and apoftacy from the Religion

into which they were baptizd, yet on the

other hand there are, thanks be to God, no

inconfiderable numbers of perfonjs, who
have combip'd together openly to flop this

current of impiety, ufiag their beft endea-

vours to promote chrijlian knowledge and pra<-

fflce, both at home and abroad. So that

there is at prefent an open, declar'd war

carrying on between our blefled Saviour

and the Devil, in which, thofe who are fin-

cerely engaged in fighting jinder 911?

Lord's banner, if they do but perfevere,

need not doubt of affiftance from Heaven $

even fromhim, who, when he fent his Apo-

ftles on this errand, declar'd, That allpowt

C er
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er was given unto him in HeaVen and Earthy

and promifed to he alway with them.

I might have farther reminded you, that

fome years fince, fome of the chief of the

Clans, of thofe, with whom we have to do

in America
y
came amongft us, to invite and

encourage us to affift them in this work
$

in which, altho' the Society has not yet been

able to make thatprogrefs which it defir'd,

in converting the Heathen, yet it has not

fail'd to make a good attempt towards it,

and 'tis to be hop d, not without fome

good fuccefs. And it is an encouragement

to hope, that there is fome good inclina-

tion in thofe poor natives to embrace the

AftsxvL Gofpel, when, like the man of Macedonia,

9- who appear'd to St. <JW, they fay to us,

Come over and help us. But I muft draw to

a Conclufion, proceeding to what I pro-

posed in the laft place, Vi^.

V- To apply what I have offer d on this

argument, to the particular occafion ofour

prcfent aflembling. Andthejuft Inference

irom the whole is this : If the ftate of the

heathen world be really fo miferable, as I

have reprefented it 5 if die publishing the

Goioel
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Gofpel be a remedy fo well adapted ^ if the

reafons and encouragements for propaga-

ting our holy Religion,, be fuch as I have

endeavour'd to fhew them to be 3 it then

certainly becomes all thofe who are ca-

pable of it, to put to their helping hands to

fo good a work. And we of this Ifland,

arc under very peculiar obligations fo to

do. Whatsoever the motives were which

firfl led us to feek out foreign Countries,

it cannot be doubted, but that the end of

Providence in giving us fuccefs in the at-

tempt, and bringing us acquainted with (o

jnany nations at fo great a diftance from

us, by the help of navigation, was not

meerly, that we might receive advantages

from them in our fecular concernments,

but that we might alio be ufefui to then*

in concernments ofmuch greater moment,
.namely, thofe which relate to their fpiritur

.al and eternal well*being
?

If God hath

teftified his regard to all mankind in fo e-

minent a manner by the Gofpel of our Sav

viour5 if we do efteem this Difcovery, as

we profefs to do, as an ine^imable blef-

fing to our felves, and have a: the fame

C % time



36 A Sermon before the Society

time any real concern for the welfare of

our fellow-creatures $ we cannot but rec-

kon our felves under the ftrongeft obliga-

tions to impart to them thofe fpiritual blef-

fingswhich God hath fo gracioufly bellow-

ed upon us. They are certainly talents,

with which our Lord has entrufted us, in

order to our improving them, and for

which he will call us to a ftridt account. Be-

sides the obligation which we lie under to

thefe poor ignorant people themfelves,

from the great advantages we receive by

our commerce with them, to whom we
can make no recompence comparable to

this.

And the way ofdoing this muft be, firft

to take the beft care we can, to make thofe

of our own people, who dwell amongft

them, genuineChriftians, that they may,by
their tampers and lives, make a fair repre-

fentation of Chriftianity to the Pagans a-

mongft whom they live. And ifonce they

become Chriftians indeed, they will not

fail to demonftrate that they are fo, by do-

ing what is evidently in their power, I

niean having thofe, whom they employ

• 3
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as fervants, the poor Negroes from Africa,

inftru&ed and educated in the Religion of

our Saviour. This, from the Power they

have over them, (which would not be al-

tered by their becoming Chriftians, pro-

vided they ufe that power as becomes chri-

stian matters, with the moderation they

ought to exercife towards their fervants,

treating them with humanity, and at the

fame time, inftru&ing them in the prin-

ciples of Chriftianity) they would have a

mighty advantage of doing with effect,

and fuch as by the blefllng of God could

hot fail of fuccefs 5 hereby making them in

the firft place, fervants to our great Lord

and Matter in heaven, and much better

fervants to their earthly matters at the fame

time.

And if thefe two things could be firft

eflfe&ed, the next which would naturally

follow, would be the propagation of the

fame holy Religion amdngft the rlatives

of the Countrey, who, in thofe weftern

parts, where we are chiefly concern d in

fending and planting Colonies, have been

always reprefemed as a plain, honeft, and

C 3
tradable
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tra3:able people, where they have not been
abufed and difcou raged by the evil treatment,

or wicked lives of thofe who have calPd them-
felves Chriftians,' but were not fa. Thefe are

the things defigh'd and purfued by this Soci-

ety, by fending over Minifr.er$, and Catechifts,

and Schoolmafters, by furnifhing them with
Bibles and Prayer-books, and other plain

Tracts proper for their inftrufbion and edifica-

tion. Of what progrds has been made therein,

an account is given in the papers annex'd to the

Sermons which are yearly publifh'd on this

occafion, whereby it will be found, that not-

withftanding the anniverfary contributions of

themembers oi the Society, and the many cafu-

al benefactions, which have not been inconfide-

rable, the neceffary expences of the Society have
been, and are much larger than their certain in-

come, fo that ftill this good work labours under
very great difficulties, as all othengood works
commonly do. What remains therefore to be
done is, firft to fray earnefly to the Lord of the

harveft, that he willfend forth Labourers into this

field; that he will incline men of a truly Apo-
itolical Spirit, who, from a fervent love to God
and our blefled Redeemer, and an hearty good-
will to men, may freely offer themfelve^to en-

gage in this miflion, fuch as may with fidelity

and diligence preach the doctrine ofChrift, af-

ter the example of the Apoftles, and who by
their conventions, as well as their do£trine?

may recommend the Religion of our Saviour

to
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to all with whom they converfe. And in the

next place, that God will open the hearts of

all that are able, and efpecially oi thofe who
have greatly increas'd their wealth by trading

with thofe nations, to contribute chearfully

and liberally towards the neceffary charge of

the work.

Surely there cannot be ftronger motives to

this purpofe,than thofe which I have already

laid before you. Shall the great God, our
. heavenly Father, exprefs fo much concern for

the children of men, as he hath done, in giving

]
his only begotten Son to take our nature upon,

him? Shall the only begotten Son of the Fa-

ther condefcend to fo low a (rate, and undergo

fuch fevere fufferings for our fake? Shall he

fend forth his Apoflles, artd their SuccefTors*

in the miniftry of the Gofpel, to preach his

Gofpel to all nations, promising to be with them

. atway, to the end of the world ? Hath he freely

made us partakers of thefe ineftimable favours,

by communicating to us the knowledge of his

Gofpel • and put an opportunity into our hands

of imparting the fame knowledge to our fel-

low-creatures ? Have we any real fenfe of the

value of thofe immortal fpirits, with which
we and they are equally infpired, and of that

eternal State of happinefs, lor which both we
and they are defign'd ? Do we firmly believe,

that there is no other way of being accepted

of God, fince our departure from the irate of

innocence, fo as to be capable of the rewards

C 4 promifed
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promifed in the Gofpel, but by the one great

Mediator between God and man, our Lord Je-

fus ChrirV, and that how companionate foe-

ver our heavenly Father may be to thofe who
are, without their own fault, ignorant of the

Gofpel of his Son
;
yet if we, who are blefs'd

with the knowledge of it, do not that which
is proper for us in communicating the fame

knowledge to others, that their ignorance, and
the confequences of it, will be laid as an heavy

charge upon us, at the great day of account ?

And can we forbear after all this, dare we
refufe, as we have ability and opportunity, to

exert our felves vigoroufly in fcf glorious an
Undertaking ?

May Almighty God excite in all of us afervent de-

fire to befubfervient to his Providence, in carrying on

that great defign which he him(elf propojed in Jend-

ing his Sort into the World, and caufing his

Gofpel to be publijh'd ; thus fecuring the Salva-

tion of our own Souls, and as much as in us

lies, procuring that ofmany others, to the increasing

our own Reward, and multiplying the numbers of
thofe, who fljall join together in Heaven, in cele-

brating the Praifes of our Creator and Redeemer

Kcv. y.j 1. through eternal ages, afcribing bleffing,and honour,

and glcry, and power, to him who fitteth upon the

Throne, and to the Lambfor ever and ever. Amen.

FINIS
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Proceedings of the Society

For the Propagation of the Gofpel in

Foreign Parts, from the loth of Fe-

bruary 1718, to the 19th of Fe£r«-

dry 1719-

H E Society, fince the 16^ of January

1718, the Date of the Audi*

tors Report for that Year, to

the 21JI of January 17 19. the

Date of their laft Report, have
received the following Benefaftions towards

the enabling them to carry on the pious

Defigns for which they were firft incorpo-

rated.

On the jyh of February 1719, the Trea-

furer acquainted the Beard that he had re-

ceived
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1. s. af.ceived a Benefaction of two Guineas from a
2 ° 2

°Lady who defires to be unknown ; •. an6-

2 02 other of two Guineas from a Perfon that

defires to be unknown by Mr. Adams 6f

Alfcot near Burford, in Oxfordshire; another

1 ci oof a Guinea from the Reverend Dr. Foulks

;

10 6 and another of Half a Guinea from the Reve-

rend Mr. Dauhrie of Woolverhampton: Ano-

2 10 other of K/(M Shillings frorft Walter Rudings

Efq; of~LeiceJler+ by Order of the Reverend

Mr. CVf: All by the Hands of the Reve-

rend Mr. Shate. Alfo that he had received

! 0O a Benefaction of XW#ry Shillings from the

Reverend Mr. Bewick, by Mr. Qalverly Bew-

6 10 6*V£ ; another of Haifa Guinea from a Perfon

unknown, by the Reverend Mr. Arrowfmith
;

1 ci o another of a Guinea from a Perfon unknown;
ioo 00 o another of One Hundred Pounds from the

Right Honourable, the Dowager Lady Lanes-

borough, by the Hands of the late Lord

JO 00 oBifhop of Britlol; another of Fifty Pounds

from Mr. Francis Pingelly, remitted by the

Reverend Mr. Boughton of Plymouth ; another

1 01 oof a Guinea from the Reverend Mr. White

of Hampffjire, by Mr. Newman; another of

scocooOne Hundred Pounds, from the Right Ho-
nourable the Lady Vandeput at Richmond, by

the Reverend Mr. Arch-Deacon Greene ; and

another of Ten Guineas from a Clergyman

near Peterborough, by the Right Reverend the

Lord Bifhop of Peterborough, On the 20th

of February, Edward Jennings Efq; paid the

Trea-

10 Jo o



'Proceedings of the Society. 4.3
— *-

Treafurer a Benefaction of a Guinea, from a l - *. ^-

Perfon unknown, by the Hands of the Fe- *
0I °

verend the Dean ot Chichefier ; and the Re-
verend Dr. Hayley paid a Benefaction of

Half a Guinea from a Perfon unknown ; and o 10 6

the Reverend Mr. Bridges alfo paid a Bene-

faction of Half a Guinea from a Lady who o 10 6

defires to be unknown. On the 2jtb of

February, the Lord Bifhop of Carliie paid the

Treafurer Five Guineas from an unknown * °* °

Perfon, left with the Curate of the Church of

St. Mary4e-Boxv\ and the Treafurer on the 4th

of the fame Month alfo received a Bene fa ft ion

of Ten Pounds of Mr. Roofe, by Order of 10 od °

:Mr. William Busby, from Mr. jf^ Alleyne of

Loughborough. On the soj/; of March, the

Treafurer acquainted the Board that he had

received a Benefaction of Fifty Founds from *° 00 °

a Perfon unknown, by the Reverend Mr.
fiibbs, remitted by Mr. Donning Merchant
in Brifiol, with the Money collected in the

•feveral Parifhes there : and that Mr. Donning
r had not charg'd any thing for his Com-
iniuion, and Trouble in receiving, and re-

mitting the fame ; for which, and his former

, kind Affiftance in the like Cafes, the Society

, do hereby return their grateful Acknowledg-
ments to Mr. Donning. On the fame Day
the Treafurer acquainted the Board that he

, had received a Benefaction of Five Guineas,
5 0$ o

from a Perfon unknown, by the Hands of

I Mr. Seth Loftboufe, and the Reverend Dv.

Wauoh.o
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/. s d.W&agh. On the ijtb of ^/>r/7, the Treafu-

rer acquainted the Board that he had re-

ioooo o Ce ivecj a BenefaGion of One Hundred, Pounds

from a Perfon unknown, by the Hands of

Mr. Jofeph Wiljon; add another of Five
05 ° Shillings from a Perfon unknown, by the

Hands of the Reverend Dr. Wilcockr. And
the Reverend Dr. Afiry paid the Treafurer a

*e oo o BenefaGion ofTwenty Pounds from a Perfon who
defires to be unknown, by the Hands of the

Reverend Mr. Newcomen. And the Reverend
Mr. Shute paid the Treafurer a BenefaQion of

j oi a Guinea from Mr. Boynton; another of &

i oi oGuinea from Mrs. Gee ; another of Half &

6 Guinea, from Mr. Davies\ another of Half
6 a Guinea from Mr. Johnfon ; another of

0050 Five Shillings from Mr. Meareall of Beverly

l0 6 in Torkjhire ; another of Half a Guinea from
a Gentlewoman at White-Chanel ; another

e oa <5 of Half a CVw/z from a Gentlewoman in

j 00 o Alder/gate Parifh ; another of One Pound, by
Mr. Fenwick of Halaton, from two Gentlemen
that defirc to be unknown; and another of

ao 00 oFwenty Pounds, remitted by the Reverend
Mr. Portman of Madersfield, from a Perfoil

who defires to be unknown. On the i^th

of May, the Treafurer receiv'd a Benefacti-

on of a Guinea from a Perfon unknown, by
the Hands of the Reverend Dr. Waugb.
On the lyh of the feme Month, Sir Jobx
Philipps paid the Treafurer a Benefaction of

Forty

o 10

o 10

1 01 o
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Forty Shillings from Mr. 'John Burnet, Collector I a d.

of the Excife in Wales ; and on the 26th of *
0o °

the fame Month, the Reverend Mr. Shute

paid the Treafurer Half a Guinea from the o 10 6

Reverend Mr. Daubrie of Woolverhamfton.

On the 19th of June, the Treafurer acquainted

the Board that he had receiv'd a Benefa&ion
of Five Guineas from a Perfon unknown, by s 05 o

the Hands of the Reverend Dr. Waugh
;

another of One Pound from Mr. Saunders of 1 00 o

Stamford, by the Hands of Mr. Edwards
;

another of One Pound from a private Society 1 00 o

at Exeter; and another of T^tf Shillings from o io 9

Mr. Pfc/w Osborn, both remitted by the Re-
verend Mr. Richard Kjng, together with

the feveral Collections which were made on
his Majefty's Letters in, and about Exeter;

and the Society think themfelves obliged to

return their Thanks to the Reverend Mr.
Kjng, in a particular Manner, for the great

Trouble and Charge he hath been at, in re*

ceiving and remitting the faid Collection,

and for the great Regard he hath fhewn to

this Society, by encouraging feveral Gentle-

men in his Neighbourhood to contribute

from Time to Time towards carrying on their

Defigns. On the ijtbo?Julj, the Reverend

Mr. Shute paid the Treafurer a Benefaftion

of Five Pounds from a Lady who defires to
5 O0 ^

be unknown, by the Hands of Mr. Arch-

deacon WHfon, Oa the \%th of September,

the
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1. s. rf-the Reverend Mr. S^ft? paid the Treafurer

2 02 oa Benefaction of Two Guineas from a Lady
who defines to be unknown. On the 2d of

October, the Reverend Dr. Marshal paid the

i 01 o Treafurer a Benefaction of a Guinea from a

Perfon unknown ; and the Treafurer ac-

quainted the Board that he had received

5 Co pa Benefaction of Five Founds from the Re-
verend Mr. Samuel Saunders , Rector of Bur-

leigh in Rutlandfljire, by the Hands of the

Reverend Mr. Sampfon Eaftwick. On the 16th

of October, the Treafurer acquainted the

Board that he had receiv'd a Benefaction

ai 00 oof Twenty Guineas from a Perfon unknown,
by a Perfon who defires to be unknown ; and

_, ci o another of a Guinea from a Perfon who de-

fires to be unknown, by the Hands of Mr.
Newman. On the 20?/; of November, the Re-
verend Mr. Lafwby paid the Treafurer an

20 co o additional Benefaction of Twenty Founds from

the late Countefs Dowager of Northampton
;

so 00 o and another of Twenty Pounds from the late

Countefs Dowager of Berkeley, which he re-

ceived fome fmall Time before their Deaths.

The many liberal Benefactions of the like

Sums, which thofe noble and pious Ladies

have annually contributed to the Defigns

of this Society, for many Years pad, amount-

180 )
*n§ t0 0̂UY Hun&re& An& Forty Founds, call in

this Place for a Publick Acknowledgement

;

and the Society do hereby exprefs the grate-

ful
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ful Senfe they have of the Charity of thofe

late noble and pious Ladies.

On the i$th of December; the Reverend Mr. l- s - d-

Shute paid the Treafurer a Benefaction of

Fifty Shillings, from the Reverend Dr. Tyler 1 10 &

of Shobden in Hereford/hire. On the 3 ift of

December, the Treafurer receivM ajRenefaftion

of Five Guineas from a Perfon who defires to * °s °

be unknown, by the Hands of the Reverend
Dr. Waugh ; and on the 21// of January, the

Treafurer alfo receiv'd a Benefaction of Twen- 21 00 o

ty Guineas from a Lady, who defires to have —
her Name' conceaPd, by the Hands of the 6o * u<S

Reverend Mr. Wroughton* For all which
Benefaftions, the Society have return'd thcii'v

Thanks to the Donors, by the Perfons thaA:

reported, or paid them, excepting only fuch

as came from Perfons unknown ; and fuch

charitable Perfons, who have been pleas'd to

conceal their Names, are hereby defired to

accept of the Thanks of the Society.

Under this Head, the Society having been

informed by a Letter from the Reverend Dr.

Ellifon, Vicar of Netv-Cajlle, thai; Fifty Pounds

of the Moneys paid in as collected in the

Town of Neiv-Caftle upon Tyne, was the Gift

of the Worfhipful the Mayor, (then Sir William

Blacker) Aldermen, and Common Council

of that Corporation ; and that Ten Founds,

other Part thereof, was the Gift of the

Trinity-
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Trinity-Hou/e in New-Cajlle aforefaid ; the

Society do hereby acquaint both the faid

Worfhipful Corporations of the grateful

Senfe they have of the good Difpofition

and Regard they have exprefs'd for the

pious Defigns the Society are engaged in,

and defire them to accept their Thanks for

the fame.

AT
. B. The faid Sums ofMoney are account*

ed for in the grand Sum of Collections here-

after mentioned to be made on his Majefty's

late Letters.

A7". B. The Benefactions that have been

receiv'd fince the 21/? of January laft, being

the Date of the Auditors Account, cannot

be included in this Abftraft, but will be fpe-

cified in the next.

The Society have alfo received fince the

\6th of January 17 18. in London, Weftmin-

fter, and Borough of Soutbwark, and Places

within ten Miles of the fame, as alfo in other

Places, and Sea-Port Towns trading to A-
merica, feveral Sums of Money collecled by
Vertue of his Majesty's late gracious Letters

to the feveral Lords the Bifhops, in vyhofe

Diocefe the fajd Colle&ions were made, the

Sum of 2^0/. 10s. 6d. I which with the

Sum of 1 j 68/. 7 s. 5^.1 received in the

preceeding Year, and accounted for in the

AbftracT: then publifhed, amounts to 369$ /*

18/. By which Means tfje Society will be

enabled
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enabled to continue to fupport the Mif-

fionaries which they have already fent to feve-

ral Places in the Plantations in America, and to

provide for fuch as they have engaged to feric!

to fupply the Vacancies there; and the Socie-

ty defire all charitable Perfons, who have

been pleafed to contribute in this manner,

towards the Defigns of the Society, andl

alfo the Reverend the Clergy, and others

who have ufed their utrhoft Diligerice iri

promoting and collecting thefe Charities, to

accept their Thanks for the fame. »

The Society, purfuant to the Power giveri

them by their Charter, have, fince the laft

i\nniverfary Meeting, eleSed the following

Gentlemen into their Body : The Reve-

rend Mr. Amy Lullin ; The Honourable Samuel

Shute Efq; Governour of New England-, The
Reverend Mr. Gordon of thelfland of Barba-

does; The Honourable Mr. GulmanyRefident
for his Majefty as Elector of Hmover, at

Vrankforf, The Reverend Dr. Smalbrook, Can-

non of Hereford', Thomas Wentxvonh Jun r Efq.

Member of Parliament for Morton iri York/hire-

and the Reverend Dr. Nathaniel Marfbailj

Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majefty.

The Society have this Year received into

their Service the Reverend Mi> Robert Way-

man, who is appointed their Miffionary to

Oxford and Raanor iri Penfilvama, with^ a

Salary of 60/. per Annum, one of which

Congregations confifts chiefly of fVtljb Peo'-

D pte
3
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pie, where he is to perform Divine Service

in their own Language: They have alfo

appointed the Reverend Mr. Peter Tuftawi

their Mlflionary at St. Gwrge's Parifh in South-

Carolina,, with a Salary of ^oL per Annum,
which is a new erefted PariflV, arid from
whence the People have frequently and ear-

nestly applyed for \ MifTiqnary, the Provi-

fion made by AS of AfTembly not being

fufficient to maintain a Minifter there.

The Society have alfo agreed to fend over

feverai other Miflionaries, one to St. John\
and another to St. James's in South-Carolina ;

one to Rje, in the Province of New-Tor

k

;

one to Stretford in Connecticut ;' one to Nara-

ganftt in New-England, who is alfo, as Op-'

portiinity offers, to Officiate at Tiverfon, Free-

Town, and Little Compton ; and one to Lewis

Town in Suffex County in Penfdvania ; anrj

that they may be fupplyed with pious and
fober Perlons, whofe Example as well as^

Preaching may influence the People' in thofe?

Parts to attend more frequently at Divine
1

Service, and the Holy Sacrament, the Soci-

ety have made Application to the feveral

Lords the Bifhops, defiring them to recom-

mend from their, feveral Diocefes, Clergymen
zealoufly affected for this Work.
The Society have this Year received the

following Accounts of the Succefs which has!

attended their Endeavours in promoting this

pious and charitable Undertaking.

From
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From Mr. Hafell of St. Thomas's Parifh in

S<?#f£-Or0//»rf,,Tliat the Number of his Com-
municants, increafe, and that he has baptiz'd

Several Children, and takes care that fuch

Wegroe Children as belong to his Family, are

jiftructed in: the Principles of the Chriftian

Religion, and taught to read.

• • From Mr. Vrmjlone at Chowan y North* Caro-

lina, That he has vifited fome People about

Jo Miles from thence, where he never was
aefore, where he baptizM four or five Per-

~ons in a Houfe, and in. fome feven or eight,

Tiany of which were Men and Women.
* From Mr. Guy of St. Andrew's Parifh, in

Sptah-Carolina, That fince his coming there,

*fs Labours have been very Succefsful, having

baptized upwards of Thirty Children, White
md Black, and three adult Perfons ; that, the

ommunicants are Sixteen in Number, and

lopes in a fhort Time to fee them increafeo

,3 From Mr.. Bartow of Wejl-Chejhr, in the

Province of New*Tork, That he baptized in

the Year 1718, Thirty two Perfons, two of

which were, grown Perfons, and one Negros

Man.
From MivAte, Catechol at New-V>rk, .That

he has ordered and de fired all his tfeoroe Ca-

techumens to refort every Sunday Afternoon

to the Church, to be cat^faiz'd by Mr. V$Xi
With Mr. Huddit/Ione's Scholars, n^^c w!.-k/i

they fing a Ffalm : That- the Number. of

his Catechumens encreafe, and has feveral

D 2 new
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new ones of all Ages, and the old ones come-

cheerfully to him to be inftrufred •, fo that his:,

School is in a very good Condition.

From Mr. Huddlepm, Schoolmafter at;

New-York, That he teaches fifty poor Children

of that City only for what he is allowed

by the Society, to read and write, and alfo,

inftru&s them in the Church-Catechifm,|

which is alfo certified by the Mayor ofjj

New-York. •*.'
From Mr. Ellis, Schoolmafter at Burling-

ton ; That on Tuefdajs, Thurfdajs, and Satur-
U

days, in every Week, and on every Suniq

in the Church, he conftantly catechizes the:

Children, whofe Parents are of the Church

|

but that in the general Execution of his

Charge, he meets with many Hindrances

from the Quakers.

From Mr. Cleator, Schoolmafter at Rje^

in the Province of New-York, That he has

taught this la ft Year Fifty five Children tcj

read, and inftrufted them in the Church-

Catechifm.

The Society have alfo received fevera

Letters from the Veftries and Church- War-

dens of the Parifhes where their Mifliona-

ries are fent, and alfo from their Excellen-

cies the Governoursof the Provinces, acquaint

ins the Society with the fober Behaviour anc

prudent Conduft of feveral of their Miffi

onaries; and that they have gained fo mud
on the* Affections of their Parilhioners, tha
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is reafonably hoped they will be able to

lfluence and dtfpofe them in general, to a

Ihriftian Union and Charity among one

nother, and thereby more effeftually pro-

note the Defign of their Miflion,

Particularly under this Head ; The Socie-

y have receiv'd a Reprefentation from the

Church- Wardens and Veftry of the Pariih

>f St. Paul's in South-Carolina,
concerning

heir Miffionary there; acquainting the So-

ciety that he hath gained their beft Affettions,

ind doth in all Refpeds difcharge his Duty

•o their greateft Sati6fa<3ion and Happinefs.

knd agreeable to this Account, Robert Jotwftov

Efq; acquaints in his Letter to them, dated

Charles-Town, May the 2oth> 1719-

His Excellency Samuel Shute, Governour of

New Endand, gives the Society alfo a very

fatisfaftory Account of their Miffionary at

Marble-Head, in his Government :
And they

are in Hope that their Miffionanes will in

mod Places be able fo to endear themfelves

to the People, as to proceed to carry on the

great Work they are engaged in, cheartully

and with Succefs.

The Society's Affairs in Barbadoes continue

in a very good Pofture, tho' their Agents

and Attorneys have met with many Dis-

couragements and Abufes from feme Perfons,

who have endeavoured as much as in them

lay to defeat the Defigns of the Society, and

to render difficult their Difcharge of; the

D J
Tiuft-
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Truft repofed in them, by their noble Be-

nefactor t{ie late General Chriftopher Codring- '

fo» ; notwithftanding which, the Society havey

the Satisfaction to find that their Agents and
;

Attorneys are firmly refolved to follow then;-

Orders and Directions \ in Purfuance where-
of, the Building of the College is confidera-

bly advanced, as may appear by the follow>

ing Account from an eminent Planter there,

to a Member of the Society, by a Letter

in Augufi la ft.

f Sir, My Curiofity prompted ; me the
t other Day, to take a Journey to Cwfettsj
* where I faw not only the Foundatipn of the

f College laid, but a good Part of it done:i
f It will be the moft beautiful, the moft re-

< gular, and the nobleft Building we have
4 feen on this fide the World ; there feems

1

* to be a great deal of Care and Exaftnefs,
* and the Work is neatly and fubftantially

* dene : The Foundations of the main WalLs
f are fix Feet thick, and are to be reduced
' ro riip&e by proper kt off, and are all well
4 banded with large Stpnes ; the Mortar is

6 good, the Stones on the outfide are all laid
c in exaft Courfes, and are excellently good,
4 faw'd out of a Hill juft before the Front,
€ and are capable of being cut into what
* Moulding they ple^fe ; and by being ex-
' pofed to the Weather they grow extream-

f \y hard, there feems to be as many already
' raifed as will compkat near three Fourths
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of the whole Building, and they are now
fawing more; there i§ a great Quantity of

4 Lime already burnt ; mqft of the principal
c Timber is provided, and what I law of it

i was very good, being the Ground Floors
8 of the Chambers which are laid: In a
; Word, I faw fuch prudent Meafures taken,
c and fuch Preparations made, that I do not

f.
doubt but I fhall fee the Carcafe of the

1 Building finiftiM in a Twelve-month. You
' cannot be infenfible of the many vile Afper-
1 fions which have been bruited abroad ; and
i therefore you muft imagine I was very
1 agreeably deceived to- find things m fuch
' a State, which made me refolve to be
c thus particular.

The Society have alfo very lately received,

from a Gentleman juft arriv'd from thence,

this further Account, by a Letter dated the

I otb of February, i J 1 9.

c Sir, Before I left Barbadoes, I thought it

my Duty to go to the Society's Plantati-

ons, and view Codrington College, that I

might be able to give them fome Account

of the State of their Affairs:. The Plan-

tations, as I was affured by feveral Gentle-

men, whom I prevailed with to meet me
there, and who are erf known Skill and Judg-

ment in fuch Affairs, is in excellent Order,

and under good Management and Improve-

ment. The Building is carried on with

-great Diligence, and executed with fo much
D 4 ' ex-
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6 exa&nefs, that the minuted Ornament in
1 the Model is obfttfv'd; the Scone*work
' is about two Thirds finifhed ; and there is

4 well nigh Stone and Timber enough upon
* the Spot to finifh the whole. The upper
' Floor at one end is laid, and all the Floors
* are framed ; but that which makes it ftill

* the more valuable is, that it will be not
' only the moft beautiful, but the ftrong-

* eft Piece of Work likewife, that I ever
* faw in America.

And to compleat that Work, the Society

intend to fend feveral Materials from hence;

fuch as Stones for Pavement, Iron Frames
for the Chappel and Hall Windows, and
have ordered Cedar to be fent to England,

for making the Qrnaments for the Altar, and

Safh Frames for the Windows of the Lodg-
ings.

A great Part of the Society's Time this

Year has been taken up in enquiring into .

the Mifmanagements and Abufes, \vith which
their 4gen ts and Attorneys there have been

afperfed in fome Letters from Mr. Cuningbam,

Miniftpr of St John's Parifh in that Ifland,

and in two AddrefTes of the Grand-Jury
there, to the Goyernour, dated December,

171 8, 2nd June 17 1 9, publifhed in the

News- Papers here; and having frri&ly and
fully examined, and confidered the ConducT:

of their Agents and Attorneys, and the Charge
laid againit them, they found they had fuffi-

ciene
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cient reafon to juftifie their faid Agents and

Attorneys Conduct, and to declare the Charge
laid againft them, in the faid Letters of Mr*
Quntnghame^ to be falfe and malicious, and
the Charge in the AddrefTes entirely ground-

lefs ; and that the World might be fufficient-

ly fatisfied of the Integrity of their faid Attor-

neys, they caufed Advertifements to be pub-

lifhed to that Effect, in feveral of the News-
Papers here.

Laftly, The Society's fworn Auditors have

audited their Accounts from the \6tb of

January, 1 71 8, to the 21/? of January, 1719-

And the State is as follows:

Receipts..

By Annual Subfcriptlons of -7 ,

their Members -J
6 *4 *$ °q

By Rent 40 18 00
By Cafual Benefactions 605 11 06
By Moneys paid on the £#- 7 «

trance of Members-
oq 00

By Intereft 72 00 00
By Collections on His, Maje-

- fty's Letters 12?JQ 10 06I

Ijiz oj o!
To which add the Ballance-? r

of the laft Account-—j^7°9 H 4 J

Total 6421 14 05
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Disburfements.
L r. d.

By Payments of yearly SalaO

ries to Miffionaries, Cate-( .

l6
chifts, Schoolmafters, Graf ^v

tuities, <^c.—— —

j

Remaining in Cafli, South-*

Sea Stock, Eaft-IvdU Bonds..

&c. befides what is appro*>437$ T 7 °%

priated to particular Ufes'

by the Benefa£tors,-

Total 6421 14 05

Yearly Income.

By Annual Subfcriptions of? ,
g qq

Members ' J

yearly Rent of Land — 55 co co

Total 70 j 11 co

Yearly Expence.

By yearly Salaries to Mifli-j

onaries, Schoolmafters, Ca-1 1 26 1 00 00

teobifts, drc— '

By yearly Salaries to the.

Treafurer, Secretary, andk 170 o© 00

•Meffenger—
Total—— 143 1 00 00

The



proceedings of the Society. 5-5

The Barbadoes Account.

{Receipts.

11

By 81 Hogfhcads, 4 Tairces-

of Sugar in Hand, snd 76C2068 06

fince imported and Sold—

i

By Intereft 226 n 08

2294. 18 07

To which add the Bailance.

of the laft Account the 16^X2044
of January) 1718 i

10 00

Total—— 4jj9 08 07

jDishurfements.

By yearly Salaries to' WorkA :

men fent over, purchafing
|

Goods tor the Plantations,T >

and NecefTaries for Build-

P

64? °? °J

ing the College, with Of- I

ficers Salaries— —

j

Remains to Bailance, which? •

isveftedin£^-W^Bondsl
° 9 * ° 5 °4

Total 45 59 08 07

N. B. That the Barbadoes Eftate is not applicable to the

general Ufes of the Society, the fupporting of Miflionaries,

Schoolmafters, &c. but is appropriated to particular Ufes,

mentioned in General Codringtons Will;

4
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A LIST of the Society s Mijfionaries and

Schoolmafters, with their Yearly Salaries, and

the places to which the) are appointed,

New-England,
Yearly

„ Salaries.

/.

MR.Honeyman, Mtffionary 2X Rhode- Ifland 70
Mr. Lucas , Mtffionary at Netvkury— 60

Mr. Moffom, Mtffionary at Marhie-Head - 50

New-York.

Mr. Bartow, Mtffionary at Weft-Chefter 50
Mr. Foyer, Mijjionary at Jamaica Long-Iftand 50
Mr. Thornas, Mijjionary at Hemffted Long!(land 50
Mr. Mackenzie, Miffionary at State* Iftand 50
Mr. Neau, Catechift at $ew*Tork— 1—* 59
Mr. Cleator, Schoolmafter at Rye 15
Mr. Taylor, Schoolmafter at Stxten-lftand— 15
Mr. Bondet, Mtffionary at New-Jkochel 50
Mr. Huddleftone, Schoolmafter at New-Tori: 15
Mr. Gilderfteve, Schoolmafter at Hemffted 10

New-Jerfey.

Mr. Talbot, Miffionary at Burlington » — 60
Mr. Vaughan, Miffionary at Elizabeth Jbwn-— 60
Mr. Ellis, Schoolmafter at Burlington—r^~ 20

Pen*
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Society s Mijfionaries. 6l

Penfilvania.

Mr. I(ofs9 Miffionary at New-Caftle *-•**. 70
Mr. Humphreys, Miffionary at Chefter -60

Mr. Wayman^Miffionary at Oxford and Radnor 60
Mr. Horftey, Schoolmafter at Chefter 6

South-Carolina,

Mr. £&/£/, Miffionary at St. Thomas's - 50
Mr. 2W/5 Miffionary at St. PWs 60
Mr. J^^, Miffionary at Cbrift-Church 50
Mr. G«/, Miffionary at St. Andrew's 50
Mr. Tufttan, Miffionary at St. Gauge's 50

North-Carolina.

Mr. Vrmftone, Miffionary —-—__ So
Mr. Taylor, Miffionary - 50

1261

2* B. The Sodety allow Ten Pounds worth of Books
to each Miflionary for a Library, and Five Pounds worth of
fmall Tra&s to be diftributed among their Parifhionersj

and feveral other Parcels of Books, as the Society think them
Wanting,

'A
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A LIST of the Members of the Soci-

ety for the Propagation of the Go-

fpel in Foreign Parts, drawn up in

an Alphabetical Order.

ftiote, The Members firft Incorporated by the Charter, are dl-

ftinguifhed from fuch as have been fmce elected by an

After sk*.

A.

Ight Revd. Lord Bifhop of St. Afafh:

R. Dr. Achenbach, Chaplain and Eccle-

fiaftick Councellor to the King of Pruflia.

Abel Alleyne, Efq

;

R. RogerAltbam^.D. Archdeacon ofMiddlefex,

AmooS.

R. Monficur AnMon, Chaplain {o the King
of Pruffta.

Francis Annefley, Efq;

R. Francis Aftry, D.D. Treafurer of St. Paul's.

R. Ifrael Anthony Aufrere, M. A.

Jofifh Jjl6ffe, Efq;

Major John Ayjcough.

B.

Right Revd. George Lord Bifhop of Bath

and Wells.

RR. Hugh Lord Biflhcp of BriftoL

-RR. Dr. Bilberge, Bifhop of Stregnetz, in Sweden.

R. John Baker, B. D.
Edward
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Edward Barker, Efq;

R. Dr. Bafbuifen, Profeffor of AnbaWs College.

Mr. "John Basket.

R. James Bafnage, M. A. at the Hague.

Monfieur Bechier.

Mr. lfaac Behagbel, Merchant at Frankfort.

R. Dr. Bentbetm, 'ProVoft at Bran[wick.

Samuel Benfon, Efq;

R. Richard Bentley, D. D. Archdeacon of Ely*

R. William Berryman, M-. A.
R. John Biby, M. A.
R. 'Thomas Bijfe, D. D. Chancellor of Hereford*

R. Mr. BW.
Frederick Bonet, Efq; Refident for the King of

Britfjla.

H. c^. R. GWg<? B00J&, D. D. Dean of Briftol.

R. Matthew Brailsford. M. A. Dean of Wells*

R. Wtlliam Bramftoii, D. D. Prebendary of

W&cefitr*
* R Thomas Bray, D. D.

R. ZW. Bridges ) M. A.

3Mw Bridger, Efq;

* Thomas Bromfittd^ Ffq;

* Whitlock Bulftrode\W%
v

J c r, ^

*ft /T OST Revd. W7.7/4W Lord Archbifliop

JlVJL °* Canterhury, Pre^dent.

RH. Edward Earl of Clarendon.

* RR. Samuel Lord Bifhop of CarHie.

MR. William Lord. Archbifhop of "GijjW.

RH. -i Lord Carteret.

RR. Francis Lord Bifhop of Chefier,

* RR,
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* RR. Thomas Lord Bifhop of Chichefier.

RR. Lord Bifhop oldoyne.

Mr. Richard Cambridge, Merchant.
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